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ABSTRACT: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To make reduction in the processing time at execution of 
reprint for stored image data compatible with reduction in a storage area in a 
storage device. 

SOLUTION: Image data management equipment is made up of a recording means 5 
recording the state of use and a state of secondary processing in response to 
the use state to an external storage device 3 as additional information of 
image data 2 and managing the data every time a request of re-use is made to 
the image data 2 stored in the external storage device 3 and expanded in print 
enable data, a discrimination means 6 discriminating whether or not secondary 
processing of compression or expansion is required depending on the use state 
of the image data 2 periodically and a secondary processing means 7 applying . 
the secondary processing to the image data 2 according to the discrimination. 
Thus, data used frequently are stored in a form of unrequiring expansion 
processing at print and data used not frequently are stored in a small size 
while needing expansion processing at print. 
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